First Presbyterian Church-Jackson, TN

The Synagogue School-Music, Games & Bible Skills Workshop

Raising Jairus’ Daughter – Jesus does the Impossible!   

This lesson created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, Bristol, VA, 2002.  Permission granted for non-commercial, local church use, provided credit is give to the source.
Scripture References Mark 5:21-43, Matthew 9:18-26, Luke 8:40-56


Memory Verse:  “With man, that is impossible.  But not with God.  All things are possible with God.”  Mark 10:27
Themes:   Jesus had power and authority to heal.  Faith is necessary for healing.

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will locate the story in the Bible. 

· Children will identify the gospels.

· Children will retell the major events of the story in their own words. 

· Children will identify the major characters:  Jairus, his daughter, Jesus, Peter, James and John, the suffering woman.

· Children will identify some of the biblical Jewish burial customs.

· Children will identify Jesus’ power and authority as coming from God.

· Children will recognize that Jesus healed the sick out of compassion for them.

· Children will identify ways they can help others and show compassion.

· Children will identify faith as a necessary component of Jesus’ healing miracles.

· Children will acknowledge that all things are possible with God.

· Children will memorize Mark 10:27.

· Children will play a review game to recall the events of the story.

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the Background Information and Lesson plan.

· Preview the game questions for each grade level.

· Gather all necessary supplies for game.

Start on time!  

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer:  
10 minutes


Brief Review of Story:

 15 minutes


Faith Game

         
  
25 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 
  
10 minutes

Important Note for Games Workshop Leaders:
The purpose of the game workshop is two-fold:  to develop Bible skills and to reinforce that knowledge by having fun with games.  The games are not frills and fluff!   Playing games helps to cement the knowledge and reinforce the skills you introduce during the Bible lesson.  Please do not skimp on the games portion of the lesson!   Use the time guidelines above to keep your lesson on track.  Remember -- children are spending 4 weeks on this story, so if you can’t cover every single aspect of the story, it’s ok!  

Welcome and Introductions:  Gather the children together in the Tent with their Bibles. Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Always begin each class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  Tell the children that today you will be hearing a story about Jesus healing two people and playing a game to review the story.  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us to open our hearts and minds to your Word as we study and play here today.”  Amen 

Important Teacher Notes:

Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   If children did not bring their Bibles from home, use the classroom Bibles. You should help the children locate the stories. Use the Background Information to help you introduce the story. 

Remember that as the rotation progresses; the children will become more familiar with the story.  When this happens, allow the children to tell you what they know.  The children should still locate the story in their Bibles every week. Use the bold headings in their Bibles to guide your discussion.  You may want to review some of the Bible notes as well.  Be sure to fill in any missing information and add additional details using the Background Information to help you.  One of the greatest advantages of this model is that children who come regularly learn the story in great depth.
Introduce the Story:  One of the most special things about Jesus was that he cared so much about other people.  Jesus had compassion for people.  What is compassion?  (feeling others hurt and pain and wanting to help them).  There are many stories in the Bible that tell about ways that Jesus helped people.  One way he did this was to heal them when they were sick.  So as Jesus traveled around with his disciples, his reputation spread.  People were soon flocking to him.  Everywhere Jesus went, crowds of people followed him.  They brought their sick friends and family to him for healing. 

Jesus spent a lot of his time around the Sea of Galilee.  (see if the children can locate it on the New Testament wall map) Sometimes the crowds that followed him were so great that he even taught from the boat while people listened on shore.  Often as Jesus traveled around he was invited to speak in the synagogue of a town.  What is a synagogue?  (a place of worship and study, similar to our church today – synagogues were built because it was too far for people to travel to worship in the Temple in Jerusalem – there was only one Temple, but most towns had a synagogue.  Synagogues had leaders or rulers.  These were elected officials who were in charge of all the details of the synagogue.  Many of the synagogue rulers opposed Jesus.  Today’s story is about Jairus, a synagogue ruler who came to see Jesus when his daughter was very sick.

Bible Study:  Mark 5:21-43, Matthew 9:18-26, Luke 8:40-56
Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   If children did not bring their Bibles from home, use the classroom Bibles.  You should help the children locate the stories. Use the Background Information to help you introduce the story. 

Bible Study for Grades K-2:  

Ask:  Where in the Bible would we find a story about Jesus healing?  (New Testament).  Today’s story is in three of the gospels in the New Testament.  (Do they remember what the gospels are?  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John).  Have the children locate today’s story Mark 5:21-43.  Read as the children follow along in their Bibles, or have a volunteer read the passage. 

Discussion:
Use the Background information and some of the questions below for discussion with the children.

· Who was Jairus?

· Where did he work?  (in the synagogue as a leader)

· Why did he go to see Jesus?

· What happened on the way to Jairus’ house?  (the bleeding woman touched Jesus’ clothes)

· Why did Jesus stop?  (he felt power leave him)

· What happened to the woman?  (she was healed)

· When Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house what was happening?  (daughter had died, people were mourning)

· Discuss mourning customs during this time.

· What did Jesus do?  (told mourners to leave, went into her room, told her to get up)

· What happened?  (she sat up)

· How do you think the mother and father felt?

· What about the disciples who were with Jesus?

Bible Study for Grades 3-5:

Today’s story is found in the New Testament in the first three gospels. What are these?  (Matthew, Mark, Luke) Have the children locate Mark 5:21-43.  Read as the children follow along in their Bibles, or have a volunteer read the passage. 

Discuss:

Use the Background information and some of the questions below for discussion with the children.

· Jairus was a synagogue ruler.  Why do you think it might have been hard for Jairus to come to Jesus?  (he was a part of the religious establishment, most of whom opposed Jesus)

· Why was it so crowded around Jesus?  (people wanting to hear him teach, bring their sick friends for healing)

· Who touched Jesus in the crowd?  (the suffering woman)

· Why did Jesus notice her?  (he felt the power go out from him when she touched him)

· Why was the woman afraid?  (it was against the law for someone bleeding to touch someone – it made them “unclean”)

· Was Jesus angry that the woman touched him?  (no)

· What did Jesus tell the woman?  (her faith had healed her)

· What do you think Jairus thought when Jesus was talking to the suffering woman?  (worried that Jesus wouldn’t get to his daughter in time, in a hurry)

· Meanwhile what happened to Jairus’ daughter?  (she died)

· What did Jesus say to Jairus?  (don’t be afraid, just believe)

· What do you think Jairus was feeling at that time?

· When Jesus and Jairus arrived, what was happening?  (mourning)

· Why did biblical people bury their dead so quickly?  (because of the heat)

· Who did Jesus take into the daughter’s room with him?  (Peter, James and John, the mother and father)

· Why do you think Jesus didn’t let the others come in?  (they did not have faith – Jesus said faith was necessary for healing)

· What kind of faith did the suffering woman need to break the rules and touch Jesus?  What about Jairus?  

Memory Verse:  Each rotation we ask the children to memorize one scripture verse.  Have the children locate the verse in their Bibles and review it with them at this time:

“With man that is impossible.  But not with God.  All things are possible with God.”  

Mark 10:27

Do you think the mourners believed that a dead girl could be raised?  Jesus proved that with God nothing is impossible!

Play Faith Game
Supplies:

Question set for Grades K-2 and Grades 3-5
White board/markers-provided
Large Die-provided
To Play:

· Divide the children into two teams.

· Explain that each team will be asked a question.  They must confer together and answer as a team.  Do not allow individuals to shout out answers – this is important so that newcomers, visitors or infrequent attenders do not feel put “on the spot.” 

· If teams do not know the answer, they may use their Bible to help them.

· Once the team answers correctly, a member of the team throws the die.  The team receives the number of points indicated on the die. 

· Keeping score on the white board.

· Play then passes to the next team.  

· Make sure every child on the team has a chance throw the die.

Questions – Grades K-2

1. Today’s story is found in the New Testament of the Bible.  True or False?  (True)

2. The first four books of the Bible are called _________ which means good news.  (Gospels)

3. The first four books of the Bible are:  (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)

4. Today’s story took place near this body of water.  Go as a team to the wall map and show us.  (Sea of Galilee)

5. A synagogue is like a restaurant. True or False?  (False – a place of worship and study – like a church)

6. Who was the ruler of the synagogue in this story?  (Jairus) 

7. Why did Jairus come to see Jesus?  (his daughter was sick)

8. What did he want Jesus to do?  (heal her)

9. Jesus told Jairus he was too busy to go see his daughter. True or False?  (False)

10. Who touched Jesus on the way to Jairus’ house? (the, suffering woman)

11. What happened to her?  (she was healed)

12. When Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house the little girl was already dead. True or False?  (True)

13. Jewish people in Bible times waited 2 weeks before they buried their dead. True or False?  (False)

14. When Jesus arrived at the house, there was only Jairus’ wife and the dead little girl. True or False?  (False)

15. What were all the people doing in Jairus’ house?  (mourning – weeping, moaning)

16. Jesus told them that it was too late for him to do anything to help. True or False?  (False)

17. Jesus invited everyone into the girl’s room to watch him perform the miracle. True or False?  (False)

18. What did Jesus say to the little girl?  (Little girl, get up)

19. What happened then?  (she got up and walked around)

20. Jesus was able to heal these people because of their faith. True or False?  (True)

21. What does it mean to have faith?  (to believe)

22. Jesus healed people to show them that he had the authority and power of God, but also because he had compassion for hurting people.  What is one way you  can show compassion for others?

Tie Breaker:  As a team, say the memory verse together out loud.  Don’t forget the scripture reference!

Questions – Grades 3-5
1. Where is today’s story found in the Bible?  (New Testament, Matthew, Mark and Luke)

2. The first four books of the Bible are called ____________ which means good news.  (Gospels)

3. The story took place near this body of water.  Go as a team and point it out on the wall map.  (Sea of Galilee)

4. What is a synagogue?  (place of worship and study)

5. Who was Jairus?  (ruler of the synagogue) 

6. Why did Jairus come to see Jesus?  (his daughter was sick)

7. What did he want Jesus to do?  (heal her)

8. Why might it have been hard for Jairus to come to Jesus?  (the religious leaders opposed Jesus)

9. Who touched Jesus on the way to Jairus’ house?  (the suffering woman)

10. Why was it risky for this woman to touch Jesus?  (she was unclean because of her bleeding)

11. What did Jesus say about the woman’s faith?  (it was strong and it was what healed her)

12. Meanwhile, what happened to Jairus’ daughter?  (she died)

13. Jewish people in Bible times waited 2 weeks before they buried their dead. True or False?  (False) Why? (because of the heat and rapid decomposition of the bodies)

14. Who was at Jairus’ house when they arrived?  (mourners)

15. What did the mourners do?  (weep, sobbed, tore their clothes) As a team, pretend to be mourners (don’t tear your clothes though)

16. What did Jesus tell the crowd?  (she was not dead)

17. Jesus invited everyone into the girl’s room to watch him perform the miracle.  True or False?  (False) Why?  (their unbelief would prevent the miracle from happening – required faith)

18. What did Jesus say to the little girl?  (Little girl, get up)

19. What does it mean to have faith?  (to believe)

20. Jesus healed people to show them that he had the authority and power of God, but also because he had compassion for hurting people.  What is one way you  can show compassion for others?

Tie Breaker:  As a team, say the memory verse together out loud.  Don’t forget the scripture reference!

Reflection and Journal Time:  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal and Reflection time. This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal sticker for the day-put the date in the journal.  Workshop leaders should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson, give one to each child to take home. Children may also copy the memory verse and illustrate.

Journal Questions:

Grades K-2:  Draw or write about your favorite part of the story.  
Grades 3-5:   Jesus showed compassion for others by spending time with them and healing them.  What is one thing you will do this week to show compassion to someone?

Extra Activities: 

If you have extra time, review the memory verse together.  Write each word of the verse out on an index card, one word per card.  Shuffle the cards together and have the children put the cards in order.  Make several sets so several groups of children can play.  Don’t forget to include the scripture reference!

Closing Prayer: Encourage the children to come back next week and bring their Bibles.  Remind them to  share the love of Jesus with others by bringing a friend to Sunday school, especially a friend who doesn’t have a church.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.  You may ask one of the children to say the closing prayer, or you may pray something like this, Dear Lord, you have given us a lot to think about today.  We ask you to help us grow in our faith so that we may have faith like the suffering woman and Jairus.  Help us to show compassion to others just like Jesus did.  In Jesus’  name,   Amen.

Clean-up:
Gather all supplies and put away.  Place journals, stickers, and pens/pencils in class box.  Encourage the children to help put away all materials and supplies and to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.  

After your rotation is completed, please:  

1. Remember to return all supplies to the proper storage areas in the classroom or the kitchen. Please help us keep our rooms neat!

2. Return un-used journal questions and lesson materials (you may leave them in the classroom). 

3. Thanks for being part of our Journey to the Holy Land!

4. Let us know if you would like to teach again!

5. Please turn in any receipts to the church office.

