
 

ROTATION: PALM SUNDAY
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CLASS SCHEDULE:
Here is a recommended outline for your lesson.  Please feel free 
to adapt as you see fit!

WELCOME
Welcome kids to Thou Art Studio as they arrive.  Hand out 
name tags and create name tags for any new students.  
Introduce yourself.

STORY
Have students sit comfortably in one section of the classroom.
Story on following page.

PRAYER See Rhyming Prayer Resources

PRAISE ROCKS See Activity Resources

SEND OFF:
Encourage parents to work on the memory verse with their 
kids during the week.  They can find the memory verse on the 
Zion website or through their email newsletter.

EXTRA TIME:
Preschool aged children may have a limited attention span.  Our focus at this age is to 
introduce a story and begin to teach them simple truths about God.  You will find in your room 
a bin of toys that can be pulled out for free play after your story/activity time are completed.   
While children play you can ask them one-by-one if they have remembered their Bible verse.
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  DISCUSSION:
  BEFORE READING THE STORY:
   ASK:  Can any of you tell me your                    
favorite song to sing to Jesus?

Today we are going to read a very special story about a 
huge crowd of people who sang praises to Jesus.

Instruct children that you want them to help you tell 
the story so we can imagine all of the noise that the 
crowd was making in Jerusalem.

Whenever you say Jesus students should shout “the 
King”.

Whenever you say crowd students should shout 
“hosanna”.

Practice quickly before telling the  story.

AFTER THE STORY
SAY:   We read in our story that there were thousands of 
people praising Jesus.  They were all singing HOSANNA!

We also read in our story that some people in the city 
wanted the crowds to stop singing.  They told Jesus to 
ask everyone to stop shouting.  That sure wasn’t nice of 
them.

Does anyone remember what Jesus said to those people 
who asked people to stop shouting?

He said that even if the people stopped praising Jesus 
that the rocks would start shouting praises to Jesus!

Has anyone ever seen a rock talk before?

Does anyone think that rocks can talk?

The Bible tells us that all of creation listens to Jesus.  If 
Jesus commanded the rocks to talk - all of the rocks 
would start singing Hosanna!

Jesus loves to hear people praise Him!  Today we are 
going to paint special rocks to remind us that Jesus can 
even make the rocks praise Him!

STORY:
As Jesus approached Jerusalem he 
stopped at the hill called the Mount of 
Olives.  Jesus sent two of his disciples 
to find a donkey.  Jesus said, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter 
it, you will find a donkey tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’”

The disciples listened to Jesus and 
went and found the donkey just as 
Jesus had told them.  As they were 
untying the donkey, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the 
donkey?”

They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

The disciples brought the donkey to 
Jesus.  They put their cloaks on the 
donkey and put Jesus on it.  As Jesus 
went along, crowds started to form.  
Large crowds of people welcomed 
Jesus with shouts of singing because 
of the miracles they had seen Jesus 
perform.  People in the crowds spread 
their cloaks on the road as a path for 
Jesus.

The crowd shouted:

“Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”

“Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!”

The crowd was loud with praises and 
there were some Pharisees in the 
crowd that didn’t like the noise.  Many 
Pharisees didn’t believe that Jesus was 
the son of God and they were mad that 
the crowds were praising Jesus.  The 
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!  Make 
them stop all this noise”

Jesus said to them “I tell you if the 
crowds were to stop and keep quiet, the 
stones one the ground would cry out in 
praise to me.”

So the crowds continued to praise 
Jesus as he travelled through 
Jerusalem.



PRAISE ROCKS
ADAPTATION REQUIRED:

Explain to students that they 
will be making faces on their 
rocks to remind them that 
Jesus could make rocks 
sing praises.  Have students 
follow the steps below:

1)Students choose one 
colour to paint the entire 
rock.  Squeeze a small 
amount of that colour onto a 
paint pallet for the student.

2)Walk around the room and 
help students to make sure 
the first coat of paint is not 
on too thick.  You can dab it 
with paper towel if needed.

3)Gather students to wait for 
their base coat to dry.  You 
can sing a few simple praise 
songs together!  (Jesus 
Loves Me, My God is So Big, 
Hallelu Hallelu, etc)

4) Allow students to choose 
more colours to paint on 
the face (eyes, ears, nose, 
mouth, hair, etc).

5) After they are done write 
their name on the rock (or on 
a piece of paper underneath 
the rock until it is dry) and 
help them to clean their 
hands.  Once they have 
moved into free play make 
sure they don’t come back 
and touch the wet paint on 
the rock!
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Set students up with their own pallet.  Shared pallets 
at this age will increase the number of spills!

Tell students that during today’s class there will be 
NO FINGERS in the paint - paint brushes only. 

Encourage students by complimenting their work!

Some students may need extra help.  Be on the 
lookout for students who are needing a hand or more 
instruction!

Talk about what a treat it is to praise Jesus!

Ask students what they think a rock would sound like 
if it started to praise Jesus.

Be on the lookout for spills and keep paper towel 
handy.  Clean up spills quickly to avoid bigger 
messes.
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CLASS SCHEDULE:
Here is a recommended outline for your lesson.  Please feel free 
to adapt as you see fit!

WELCOME
Welcome kids to Thou Art Studio as they arrive.  Hand out 
name tags and create name tags for any new students.  
Introduce yourself.

STORY
Have everyone find a comfortable place to sit.  Story on 
following page.

PRAISE ROCKS See Activity Resources

PRAYER
Prayer Idea: Instead of a traditional prayer, take time to worship 
Jesus as a class.  Have students think about what their rock 
would say about Jesus.  Go in a circle around the class and let 
each student share what their rock would say.

SEND OFF:
Encourage parents to work on the memory verse with their 
kids during the week.  They can find the memory verse on the 
Zion website or through their email newsletter.
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STORY:
As Jesus approached Jerusalem he 
stopped at the hill called the Mount of 
Olives.  Jesus sent two of his disciples 
to find a donkey.  Jesus said, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter 
it, you will find a donkey tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’”

The disciples listened to Jesus and 
went and found the donkey just as 
Jesus had told them.  As they were 
untying the donkey, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the 
donkey?”

They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

The disciples brought the donkey to 
Jesus.  They put their cloaks on the 
donkey and put Jesus on it.  As Jesus 
went along, crowds started to form.  
Large crowds of people welcomed 
Jesus with shouts of singing because 
of the miracles they had seen Jesus 
perform.  People in the crowds spread 
their cloaks on the road as a path for 
Jesus.

The crowd shouted:

“Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”

“Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!”

The crowd was loud with praises and 
there were some Pharisees in the 
crowd that didnt like the noise.  Many 
Pharisees didn’t believe that Jesus was 
the son of God and they were mad that 
the crowds were praising Jesus.  The 
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!  Make 
them stop all this noise”

Jesus said to them “I tell you if the 
crowds were to stop and keep quiet, the 
stones one the ground would cry out in 
praise to me.”

So the crowds continued to praise 
Jesus as he travelled through 
Jerusalem.

  DISCUSSION:
  BEFORE READING THE STORY:
   ASK:  Has anyone here today been to a parade?  
Can you tell me about what kind of things you saw 

in the parade?

One fun thing about parades is the crowds of people.  
Thousands of people come out to see all of the floats, mascots 
and marching bands.

In today’s story we are going to be reading about a parade 
where Jesus was the main attraction.  Thousands of people 
came to see Jesus as he entered into Jerusalem.

Instruct children that you want them to help you tell the 
story so we can imagine all of the noise that the crowd was 
making in Jerusalem.

Whenever you say Jesus students should shout “the King”.

Whenever you say crowd students should shout “hosanna”.

Practice quickly before telling the  story.

AFTER THE STORY

ASK:   What kind of animal did Jesus enter into Jerusalem on?

ASK:   Why were the crowds shouting and praising Jesus?

ASK:   What did the Pharisees say to Jesus?

ASK:   What did Jesus say to the Pharisees?

ASK:   I wonder what Jesus meant when He said that the 
stones on the ground would cry out in praise?

The Bible tells us that all of creation listens to Jesus.  If 
Jesus commanded the rocks to talk - all of the rocks would 
start shouting praise to Jesus.

Jesus loves to hear people praise Him!  Today we are 
going to paint special rocks to remind us that if the crowds 
in Jerusalem stopped praising even the rocks would have 
praised Jesus.

The rocks will also help remind us that we too should 
praise Jesus!



PRAISE ROCKS
ADAPTATION REQUIRED:

Explain to students that they 
will be making praise rocks.  
They can choose how they 
would like to decorate their 
rock.  They might want to 
paint something that reminds 
them of Jesus or paint the 
rock with a face to look like it 
was shouting praises.  Have 
students follow the steps 
below:

1)Provide a pallet of paint 
for every 2-3 students.  Pre-
squeeze several choices 
of colours onto each pallet.  
Children can request 
different colours if needed.  

2)Remind students that they 
don’t want to make the paint 
too thick or it will take a long 
time to dry.

5) After they are done write 
their name on the rock (or on 
a piece of paper under the 
rock until the paint has dried) 
and help them to clean their 
hands.
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  WORKING:

Encourage students by complimenting their work!

Some students may need extra help.  Be on the 
lookout for students who are needing a hand or more 
instruction!

Talk about what a treat it is to praise Jesus!

Ask students what they think a rock would sound like 
if it started to praise Jesus.

Be on the lookout for spills and keep paper towel 
handy.  Clean up spills quickly to avoid bigger 
messes.
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CLASS SCHEDULE:
Here is a recommended outline for your lesson.  Please feel free 
to adapt as you see fit!

WELCOME
Welcome kids to Thou Art Studio as they arrive.  Hand out 
name tags and create name tags for any new students.  
Introduce yourself.

STORY
Have everyone find a comfortable place to sit.  
Use script: “EVEN THE ROCKS KNOW JESUS” 

PRAISE ROCKS See Activity Resources

PRAYER
Prayer Idea: Instead of a traditional prayer, take time to worship 
Jesus as a class.  Have students think about what their rock 
would say about Jesus.  Go in a circle around the class and let 
each student share what their rock would say.

SEND OFF:
Encourage parents to work on the memory verse with their 
kids during the week.  They can find the memory verse on the 
Zion website or through their email newsletter.

 

ROTATION: PALM SUNDAY
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STORY:
Use script: “EVEN THE 
ROCKS KNOW JESUS” 

Request 3 volunteers to help 
with the reading (let them know 
that there are quite a few words!) 

PRAISE ROCKS
NO ADAPTATION REQUIRED

  DISCUSSION:
  BEFORE READING THE STORY:
   ASK:  For the last few weeks you have been 
learning about Palm Sunday - the day that Jesus 

entered Jerusalem on a Donkey.  Can any of you tell me some 
of the people who are in that Bible story?

SAY:   Luke 19:40 tells us that there was another important 
character on scene in the story.  The verse says, “if the crowds 
keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  Today we are going to hear 
about the story of Palm Sunday told from the perspective of 
the rocks.

AFTER THE STORY

ASK:  Why were the Roman leaders scared that Jesus was 
going to take over Rome?  Jesus’ followers were calling Jesus 
by the same names that the Caesar wanted to be called, Jesus 
had thousands of followers, People were loud in the streets 
worshipping Jesus, Jesus’ followers even hoped that Jesus would 
become their new ruler because they didn’t yet understand that 
Jesus was coming to die so that they could live in God’s kingdom.

ASK:   I wonder what Jesus meant when He said that if the 
crowds were to be quiet the stones would cry out? Jesus 
knew that even His creation understood why Jesus was there, 
all of creation is under command of God - God could command 
the stones to shout,  Jesus is the one true king - even if people 
on earth stopped recognizing Him as the king creation would 
continue to worship Him.

The rocks in our story understood that Jesus is our true 
King.  Today we are going to paint rocks as a reminder 
of our story and as a way for us to remember who Jesus 
really is.

  WHILE STUDENTS ARE        
  WORKING:

Ask students about their design work.  Ask them to 
share why they have chosen their design.

Be on the lookout for spills and keep paper towel 
handy.  Clean up spills quickly to avoid bigger 
messes.


