
Nativity in a Box 
(Adapted from http://www.santaspostbag.co.uk/how-to-make-cardboard-nativity-scene.shtml)  

Children will create figures of:  Mary, Joseph, angel, shepherd, sheep and baby Jesus from toilet paper rolls, paper 
and embellishments.  The box serves as the stable and provides a place for the entire nativity to be stored.   

Supplies: 
Stable: 

❑ Cardboard box 
❑ Gold stars 
❑ blue paper for sky in window 

Figures:  Mary, Joseph, Shepherd, Angel 
❑ Toilet paper rolls (1 for each figure) 
❑ Paper (different colored paper or scrapbook paper with small prints, stripes and plaids) for tunics (white 

for angel) 3 X 6, beige/tan for faces (2 X 6) 
❑ Different colored/patterned napkins for head drapes 
❑ 10-inch piece of yarn for belt 

Extra for Angel: 
❑ Iridescent shred for angel hair 
❑ Gold garland for angel halo - 6 inches 
❑ Gold trim for angel tunic - 3.5 inches 
❑ 3-inch wide gold ribbon, cut into 12-inch section 
❑ Small piece of clear tape, or paper towels 
❑ 12-inch gold chenille stem 

Extra for Shepherd: 
❑ Brown chenille stem, 4 inches, for shepherd crook 

Sheep: 
❑ Egg cartons (cut apart into sections) 
❑ White fiberfill  
❑ Black construction paper, felt or cardstock 

Manger: 
❑ ½ Toilet paper roll (then, cut in half, lengthwise).  Place toilet paper halves so that top piece curves up and 

bottom part curves down.  Staple to secure halves together. 
❑ Raffia, cut into 2-3 inch pieces 

Baby Jesus: 
❑ Craft stick cut into 2-inch sections 
❑ Beige paper to cover stick 
❑ Pale blue napkin 

General supplies: 
❑ Markers, crayons, colored pencils 
❑ Glue (stick and liquid) 
❑ Stapler 
❑ tape 
❑ scissors 



Nativity in a Box 
Directions: 
Have children write their names on the bottom of the box!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For Mary, Joseph and Shepherd:   
1. Glue tunic (large paper piece) to toilet paper roll. 
2. Draw face in the middle of the plain beige strip.  Draw beard or hair if desired. 
3. Glue face strip to tube above tunic. 
4. Tie yarn strip around middle of tube for belt.  Add a small piece of tape in back to secure if needed. 
5. Glue napkin to top of toilet paper roll to create head drape.  Place a small bead of glue along the front top 

of figure's head.  Press straight end of head drape to glue and hold to secure (straight end is toward the 
front, curved toward the back).  Fold sides down.  Dab a bit of glue if needed to hold drape in place.   

For shepherd:  twist chenille stem at one end to form a shepherd's crook.  Slide through the yarn belt. 
For Angel: 

1. Make face and tunic as above.  Glue flat gold trim vertically in center of angel 
tunic. 

2. For wings:  Fold each end of wide gold ribbon to middle.  Pinch together and 
secure with a gold chenille stem. 

3. Place wings on back of angel body and wrap chenille stems around to front, 
twist to secure, making a belt. 

4. To make hair and halo:  Place a piece of tape inside the top of the tube to keep 
the shred from falling down inside the tube (or stuff tube with wadded napkin). 

5. Run a small bead of glue around the inside of the top of the tube. 
6. Stuff the iridescent shred into the tube so that it sticks out of the top like hair. 
7. Run a bead of glue around the outside of the top of the tube.  Glue on the gold 

garland to create a halo. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Sheep: 
1. Lightly coat the egg carton with glue.   
2. Press white fiberfill to glue and hold to 

secure. 
3. Place dab of glue on sheep face and press  

Manger: 
Lightly coat the top inside curve of the manger with glue.  Glue on raffia for straw. 

Baby Jesus: 
1. Draw a face near the curved top of the paper.   
2. Glue paper to craft stick. 
3. Place Jesus on the napkin blanket with the pointed end of the napkin facing up. 
4. Fold the bottom of the blanket up.  Next fold the short side of the blanket over,   

then the long side over and to back.  Secure with a dot of glue. 

Stable Window: 
1. Use markers or crayons to decorate stable.   
2. Glue star to the center of the blue window. 
3. Glue window to the back of the stable.   

Use markers to draw a frame around the  
window and to create wood strips on the  
stable if desired. 

Stand open box on end and place figures inside the stable.  To store, place figures inside the box and close the lid. 


