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Making a portable (easy to store) PIT (Well) for the story of Joseph 

Supplies: 

¶ Two Hula Hoops όŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ нсέ-нтέύ ς my hoops were 

old and bent, as it was out of season to buy new. 

¶ Black Stretchy Fabric 

1 ς tƛŜŎŜ уоέ Ȅ поέ όǎƛŘŜǎύ 

1 ς Piece онέ Ȅ онέ (base)  

¶ Straight Pins 

¶ Sewing Machine 

¶ Scissors 

¶ Black Thread 

¶ Measuring Tape 

 

 

 

  

Step 2:  Cut around Hula Hoop leaving approx. нέ Step 1:  Lay first Hula Hoop onto fabric όонέ Ȅ онέύΦ 

Step 3:  Fold fabric over hoop and pin.  Leaving a thumb width 
between inside of Hoop and straight pin (see bottom right picture) 
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Step 4:  When pining start with opposite sides, doing all four 
corners, then working your way back and forth around the Hoop, 
pulling taunt when pinning. 

Step 5:  You will need to remove the needle and foot from your sewing 
machine ς then slide the Hula Hoop under.  Then replace the needle 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘƭŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘŜŘ ς rethread the 
needle.  Make sure both bottom and top threads are pulled towards 
the back of the machine before beginning to sew. 

Step 6:  Make sure the screw holding the needle is flat (horizontal) otherwise it may make contact with the hoop and not allow you to sew.  
Now sew around the inside of the hoop ς leaving a thumbΩs width between your seam and the hoop.  You will cut excess fabric off later. 

Step 7:  a) Remove foot & needleςslide out Hula Hoop.  b) Replace needle, and insert a narrow foot.  Pull fabric taunt along outside of 
hoop and pin along hoop to create an outside hem.  Place the hoop beside the foot ς pull the hem taunt and sew along hoop edge. 
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Step 8:  When done you should have a hem all the way around the 
outside of the Hula Hoop ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŦƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŘǘƘΦ  

Step 9:  Trim off the exŎŜǎǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻǇΣ L ƭŜŦǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ҁέ ƻŦ 
scrap material.  

Step 10:   

¶ Sides of Pit ς take the rectangular piece of fabric уоέ Ȅ поέ and 
sŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ поέ ŘŜŜǇ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
tube. (In my case I had more than one seam, as I pieced 
together scrape material I had on hand.) 

 

¶ To attach tube to bottom Hula Hoop - You need to pin the right 
sides together, so the seams are all on the outside (see photo 
on the left, all seams are facing out).  Also, pin in the direction 
shown in above photo, so you can pull pins as you sew. 

 

¶ Using a narrow foot on your sewing machine.  Place hoop 
against foot ς pull your pinned seam out as you sew around 
hoop.  When finished it should look like photo on your left. 
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Step 11:  Picture to your left.  With Pit still turned wrong side out ς 
now pull fabric through and then over 2

nd
 hoop and pin, this will be 

the top of you Pit.  Make sure pins are in the right direction to 
remove as you sew (white arrow).   

You will need to remove needle and foot, slide hoop under, then 
replace needle and use narrow foot.  Make sure the screw holding 
the needle in is flat (black arrow) or you will not be able to sew.   I 
sewed all the way around twice for a sturdy seam.  When done 
remove needle & foot and pull out hoop.  Now push bottom hoop 
through top hoop and you have your PIT! 

View inside ς I used dowels to hold it open so I could take a picture.  

Finished Pit ς ǎǘŀƴŘǎ плέ ƘƛƎƘ ς LΩƳ рΩрΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘΦ  
Kids inside can see out due to the stretchy fabric used.  

You may want to take a piece of fabric with Velcro to wrap around 
and hold together for storage.  Then store in a clear garbage bag. 

How to use your Pit (well):  WƻǎŜǇƘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƛǘΦ  !ǎ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
brothers raise the Pit (lifting top hoop), Joseph raises hands and 
sinks to a sitting or kneeling position.  Joseph can cup hands around 
mouth and yell for help όǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛŦΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
a distance).  


