
Follow the Star:  Station 3 
The Gifts of the Magi
Directions:
Look at and think about the gifts.
(Samples of real frankincense and myrrh are at the wise men 
table in the Gathering Space.)

Matthew 2:11
“And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child 
with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when 
they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.”

Think About It:
A wonderful thing about the gifts of the magi is how they represent the gift that Jesus is to us.

1) They gave Him gold because He is king - He is the loving ruler of our lives and we 
we will live with Him forever in heaven if we believe in Him.

Gold, frankincense, and myrrh may seem like strange gifts for a little child. These gifts, 
however, were very meaningful and very important to the wise men. Tradition says that gold 
represented kingship. Jesus is the King of Kings, so gold was a great gift for the wise men to 
give Him! Jesus’ parents also may have used it to help care for Him as He was growing up.

2) They gave Him frankincense because He is the High Priest - He prays for us 
continuously and reconciles us with God.

Frankincense is resin that comes from the sap of a tree. It is used as incense, which means 
that it is burned because of the pleasant scent it releases. Frankincense looks like small milky 
white rocks and was very valuable in the time of Jesus. It also has a symbolic meaning, 
representing Jesus’ holiness, divinity, or priesthood. When we think of Frankincense, we can 
think about how Jesus is not only the King of Kings, but He is holy, being One with God.

3) They gave Him myrrh because He would die - He gave Himself up for us so that we 
would live!

Myrrh is an expensive spice that was used as incense or for anointing the dead to prepare 
them for burial. Myrrh was given as a gift of great value, but it also represents the sacrifice that 
Jesus would make on the cross to pay for the sins of the world.

Talk About It:
  If you had been one of the wise men, what would you have taken as a gift for Jesus?

  What do you think the containers of the gifts looked like?

  What is the most meaningful gift you’ve ever received?

 What kinds of gifts does Jesus give you every day?


