
Notes for Watching and Discussing “Son of God” at Home  
Created for the supporting members of Rotation.org and their 
congregations. Visit www.rotation.org for more great Sunday School and 
At-Home resources. 

Son of God, (2014, 20th Century Fox) is available for rent or purchase on 
various online movie services such as Netflix and Amazon, or for purchase 
on DVD from retailers such as Amazon. Check with your church or local 
library to see if they have a DVD copy to loan. If you will be viewing the 
movie over more than 48 hours, you may want to purchase it rather than 
rent it. The “scenes” in the full outline correspond to the chapters on the 
DVD. The scene descriptions in the outline will also help you to know 
where you are in the movie even if you’re not using the DVD version. 

Running Time:  2 hours, 20 minutes. 
Because it’s a long movie with drama and depth, we recommend you view it in two or three viewing sessions 
especially if children will be watching with you. The events of Holy Week are pretty intense and best viewed 
fresh. You will also want to take some time to pause and explain a few things to children or youth who are 
unfamiliar with the story. The full outline of the movie notes those scenes where you will probably want to say 
something about “who and what’s” going on. The outline also has questions to ask. Print the full outline from 
Rotation.org:  Son of God Movie Outline  

Here are the natural “breaks” in the movie for those splitting it into two or three sessions. The Outline details 
all 36 Scenes or “chapters” of the movie. 

Two Viewing Sessions:  

Session 1: Scenes 1 to 15, Birth to Jesus Visits Nazareth   

End first session at the end of scene 15 where Jesus is talking to the disciples 
about John the Baptist. 

Session 2: Scenes 16 to 36, The Events of Holy Week and Christ’s Ascension 

Scene 16 begins with Jesus riding into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

Three Viewing Sessions: 

Session 1: Scenes 1 to 9, the early part of Jesus’ ministry.  

Scene 9 ends with Peter’s invitation to the Pharisees to join them. 

Session 2: Scenes 10 to 23. Begins with Jesus on the Sea of Galilee and Feeding of the 5000. 

Scenes 22 and 23 end with the Last Supper and Judas betraying Jesus to Caiaphas. 

Session 3: Scenes 24 to 36. Begins with Jesus’ arrest in the garden. 

Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. 

 
Pop some popcorn, get comfortable, and crank up the sound! You’re about to witness the world’s greatest 

story and truth viewing what is arguably the best “Jesus” film available today. 

http://www.rotation.org/
https://www.rotation.org/ws/Son-of-God-%282014.movie%29-Outline%20%28Rotation.org%29.pdf
https://www.rotation.org/ws/Son-of-God-%282014.movie%29-Outline%20%28Rotation.org%29.pdf


Review and Comments 

“Son of God” is one of the best Jesus movies, if not the best. The 

portrayal of Jesus is warm and reverent. The acting is realistic and 

moving. The action and dialog move quickly. The script sticks pretty close 

to the scriptures, blending material from the four Gospels. The scenery 

and props appear to be historical. 

“Son of God” was filmed by the same company that made “The Bible” TV 
mini-series in 2013. Some of the scenes in “Son of God” are also found in 
“The Bible.” However, some Jesus scenes in “The Bible” were not used in 
“Son of God,” or have been reedited. See the full outline of the movie for a 
list of Jesus scenes only found in “The Bible.” 

Important Teaching Suggestions 

Introduce the scenes you will be starting with and where you will pause or end. Let viewers know that they 

can have you pause the movie to ask a question. Pause where you think younger viewers may need help 

understanding what they just saw, who’s who, etc. 

When a major character is first seen in the movie, it is a good idea to have an adult in your group announce 

who that person is, especially if young people are present. The old man in the opening of the movie is John 

many years later. Peter and young John look rather similar. It is a good idea to identify Caiaphas, Pilate, 

Nicodemus when they first appear. There’s also a “teaching Pharisee” you will see confronting Jesus on 

several occasions. Remind viewers that various leaders did follow Jesus and ask him questions. Identify Mary 

and Mary Magdalene, and note the disciples when they appear, otherwise viewers may not catch their name 

when they are first spoken. The full outline notes the appearances and names of all these people. 

The questions and comments in the full outline are not all meant to be asked. Choose your spots. Stop your 

viewing session for a break and ask a question or two when everyone reconvenes before restarting the 

movie. If young children are watching, remind them of where we are in the story and what’s coming next. 

Age Range  

Consult the full guide for details of which scenes you might want to skip or FF through. Most of this movie is 
suitable for school-age children, youth and adults. Certain scenes in this movie will probably be too intense for 
some young children (ages 5-7). In particular, there’s a mercifully quick and murky scene of Herod’s killing of 
the innocents in the beginning of the movie, a brief and somewhat slashy scene of Roman violence against 
zealots in Jerusalem, and then there’s the trial and crucifixion.  

In several places, you might want to “freeze frame” a troubling scene so you can discuss it but not subject 
younger children to dramatized violence. You can use this “freeze frame” technique to pause the movie to ask 
a question as well, or to make sure everyone knows what just happened. Use the guide and have your remote 
ready. It is appropriate for school-age children to understand that injustice can lead to violence, and that the 
violence against Jesus is a key part of the Gospel story and serves to heighten his sacrifice and forgiveness. Son 
of God’s portrayal of such things is appropriately dramatic, rarely gratuitous, and “prudently realistic.”  

 

Created by Rotaton.org, a non-profit ministry devoted to creative lesson resources and supported entirely by individual 

and church memberships. Learn more at www.rotation.org 

 


