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Notes About Navigating the Movie with the Outline: 

 

The “scene” numbers correspond to the Scene Menu found in the “Son of God” DVD’s Main Menu. Your DVD player 
or computer software may refer to it as a “chapter.” There are 36 scenes, approximately 3 to 5 minutes each. 
 
If you are viewing the movie on Netflix or Amazon Prime (renting or owning), this outlines “scene” descriptions 
will help you know where you are in the movie. 

 

Within each of the following scenes there are additional short scenes. I have only mentioned the major ones in this 
outline. 

 
The scene questions have been added by the author. You aren’t supposed to stop after ever scene to ask them, as 
many of the scenes are very short. But they are there for your follow-up should you choose to use them. 

Outline to the movie, “Son of God” 
(2014, 20th Century Fox) 

Outline written by Neil MacQueen for the supporting members of  
https://www.rotation.org and their congregations.  If you are using the movie as an  
“At-Home Lesson” see the Parents At-Home Guide at Rotation.org for suggestions of 
where to break this 2+ hour movie into smaller sections for home viewing and discussion. 

Review and Comments 

“Son of God” is one of the better Jesus movies available for Sunday School. The 

portrayal of Jesus is warm and reverent. The action and dialog move quickly. The script 

sticks pretty close to the scriptures, blending material from the four Gospels. The typical dialect is “British” but not “King 

James.” Most of the main actors are European. The scenery appears to be historical. The movie has a few flaws, but then, 

don’t we all. 

“Son of God” was filmed by the same company that made “The Bible” mini-series in 2013. 

Some of the scenes in “Son of God” are also found in “The Bible.” However, some Jesus 

scenes in “The Bible” were not used in “Son of God,” or have been edited. For example, 

the Temptation of Jesus in not in “Son of God,” but it is in “The Bible.” (See my list Jesus 

scenes only in “The Bible” at the end of this outline.) The movie was made for Christian 

audiences, as well as to share Jesus’ message with the secular world. 

Teaching Suggestion: When a major character is first seen in the movie, it is a good idea 

to announce to your students who that person is. This will help avoid confusion, especially 

among those unfamiliar with the story. Peter and young John look rather similar, for 

example, and it is a good idea to identify Caiaphas, Pilate, Nicodemus, the “teaching 

Pharisee” we see often confronting Jesus, and the women and disciples. Not all the 

questions are meant to be asked. I’ve included them for those using the movie as a set of 

lessons. If you are “cherry picking” scenes from the movie to fit a lesson need, keep in mind that sometimes the scene or 

two prior to the scene you want to use introduce characters and context to the scene you want to teach with. 

Age Range: Most of this movie is suitable for school-age children, youth and adults. In my opinion, certain scenes in this 
movie are too intense for some young children (ages 5-7). In particular, there’s a mercifully quick and murky scene of 
Herod’s killing of the innocents in the beginning, a brief scene or Roman violence against zealots in Jerusalem, and the 
trial and crucifixion. In several places I recommend “freeze framing” a challenging scene so you can discuss it but not 
subject younger children to dramatized violence. Use the guide and have your remote ready. It is appropriate for school-
age children to understand that injustice can lead to violence, and that the violence against Jesus is a key part of the 
Gospel story. Son of God’s portrayal of such things is appropriately dramatic, rarely gratuitous, and “prudently realistic.” 
You know your kids best so keep the remote handy and be sure to prepare and debrief.  

https://www.rotation.org/
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Outline to “Son of God” 

Scene 1: (approx. 2 minutes) 

1. 20th Century Fox logo 

2. John on the Island of Patmos (John is the narrator at certain points in the film) John quotes John 1, “In 

the beginning was the Word.”   You will need to explain WHO THIS IS to your kids. 

3. Images of Old Testament stories, “He was there when….” “Then he came into our world.” 

 

Question: According to John, where did Jesus come from, who was he, and what was his mission? 

Note: You’ll want to set up this first scene. John on the island of Patmos is going to quote the beginning of John’s 

Gospel. We see him again on Patmos at the end of the movie for a moving epilogue. “John on Patmos” was the 

writer of the Book of Revelation, and some Christians, as well as the movie’s writers, believe he was the same “John” 

who wrote the Gospel. 

Scene 2: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. We see images of Jesus’ Birth Story, Wise Men and Star as the opening credits roll. 

2. “The Word became flesh” 

3. Birth of Jesus, Wisemen bring gifts, Mary calls him “Jesus” 

4. John speaks, “I am John, and I was one of his followers….” 
5. Movie title is shown: “Son of God” 

Question: John says, “I am one of his followers. After what I saw, how could I not be?” What have WE/YOU seen to 

make you believe? 

*See note on last page of this outline about additional “Advent” scenes found in “The Bible” movie. 

Scene 3: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Jewish land, Jewish nation, under Roman rule. 

2. Occupied and oppressed, crucifixion of victims, we prayed for a Savior, a Messiah. 

Question: “John says we craved a Savior, a Messiah.” What does it mean to “crave”? Why did they crave a Savior? 

Scene 4: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. We see Jesus walking in the hills of Galilee 

2. Jesus climbs into Peter’s boat (The Call of the Disciples) 
3. Peter catches the fish. Disciples follow. 

 
Question: Was the miracle enough to make Peter and the others follow? What else did you see in 

the relationship/encounter with Jesus that helped them choose to follow Jesus? (Jesus has charisma!) 

Scene 5: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. A teaching Pharisee is interrupted by the arrival of Jesus. 

2. Jesus is teaching the parable of the mustard seed 

3. Paralytic let down through the roof. Jesus forgive him and tells him to get up and walk. 

Question: Why was the Pharisee upset with Jesus? How does Jesus make people upset today? 

Scene 6: (approx. 4 minutes) 

1. “Jerusalem” …King Herod Antipas welcomes Pilate to Jerusalem. You will need to explain who these people are to 
children.



3  

Scene 7: (approx. 4 minutes) 

1. Jesus calls Matthew and the disciples question the choice. Peter says, “Jesus did not come for the good, but for 

the sinners.”   This is a good place to say, “That’s Matthew a tax collector… Jesus is calling all sorts of people to 

become his disciples.” 

2. Sermon on the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer 

Question: When you look at some of the people in our church/classroom who say they are followers of Jesus, do you 

too question Jesus’ choice of followers? What does the fact that Jesus accepts all kinds of followers say about him? 

Scene 8: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. The woman caught in adultery. (This scene is okay for children. You will need to explain the law that allowed the 
people to stone the guilty back then.) 

Question: “When the crowd put down their stones, what were they admitting about themselves? (“Stones we 

throw today” is a good metaphor to discuss. What does Jesus teach us about how we should treat people who sin?) 

Scene 9: (approx. 1 minute) 

2. The Pharisee complains about Jesus’ teaching. 

3. Peter invites the Pharisee to join them. 

Question: What complaints do you have about some other Christians and the way they act? What does Peter say to 

the Pharisee about “why” he follows Jesus? (he’s leading us to something greater). What is that “something 

greater”? 

Scene 10: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. Jesus on the Sea of Galilee 

2. Feeding the 5000 

3. Nicodemus talks to Caiaphas   (Remind who Nicodemus and Caiaphas are, their roles and issues.) 

Question: After watching this scene, how would you describe Jesus’ personality and popularity? Why did Nicodemus 

come at night to visit Jesus? 

Scene 11: (approx. 6 minutes) 

1. Jesus and the disciples around the campfire: Who do you think I am?  (The central question of our faith!) 

2. Jesus walks on water 

Question: Has anyone ever asked you the question Jesus just asked? How did Jesus say we know how to answer that 

question? (it comes from God.) What do YOU believe about Jesus? 

Scene 12: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Caiaphas encounters a protest.   (Remind student who Caiaphas is and what the protests are about) 

2. Pilate’s men attack the crowd. (This is a graphic scene. Hit your skip forward button for kids under 9.) 

Question: This scene previews the kind of dangers Jesus and his followers were walking into in Jerusalem. What was 

going on? This scene also teaches us one of the important reasons why why Caiaphas wanted to keep the rebels 

under control and why Pilate wants Jesus out of the way too --to protect the peace and their authority. What could 

Caiaphas have done differently? 
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Scene 13: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Jesus and the disciples meet Martha who announces that her brother Lazarus is dead 

2. Jesus raises Lazarus his friend 

3. Nicodemus meets with Caiaphas 

4. Pilate's wife’s dream 

Question: What does the raising of Lazarus tell you about Jesus’ emotions, care, and power? How does the raising of 

Lazarus “preview” the resurrection? 

Scene 14: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Jesus visits Nazareth, comes home to his mother Mary  (remind kids who this is and where) 

2. Jesus reads from Isaiah in his hometown synagogue, “today, this scripture is fulfilled” 

3. Pharisee confronts Jesus and accuse him or healing by demons 

4. Jesus says to Peter, “Turn the other cheek”    

Question: Jesus declares that he fulfills the prophecy of the One who would come to save. Why did the Pharisee 

argue with Jesus? Why can’t they see that Jesus is the One? What is Jesus’ response to those who hate him? 

Scene 15: (approx. 1 minute) 

1. Jesus and the disciples remember John the Baptist (who has been killed) 

Question: What does Jesus say about John the Baptist? 

Scene 16: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Triumphal Entry in Jerusalem (Remind kids that this is the “Palm Sunday” scene) 

2. Barabbas the zealot appeals to Jesus to “save us” 

Question: Jesus is riding a donkey, which is the sign of a King (from Zechariah). What question does Barabbas ask 

Jesus? And what answer is he given? (“we come in peace”) (Note: this encounter is not in scripture.) 

Scene 17: (approx. 1 minute) 

1. Nicodemus and Caiaphas speak again about Jesus. 

2. Pilate hears about Jesus 

3. Judas visits a Roman soldier. He’s worried things are getting out of control. 

Question: What do you think Nicodemus meant when he said, “There is something unusual about him”? 

Scene 18: (approx. 4 minutes) 

1. Jesus cleanses the Temple 

2. Jesus is challenged by Nicodemus, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s” 

3. Caiaphas sends Malchus to speak to Judas Question: What in the Temple was Jesus upset about?  

Scene 19: (approx. 2 minute) 

1. Jesus tells a child about the Temple that “not one stone will be left standing” 

2. Caiaphas and others decided to move swiftly 

3. Barabbas stirs a protest and Pilate gets angry with Caiaphas 

Question: Do you think Jesus meant he would literally tear down the Temple? What was he trying to say? 
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Scene 20: (approx. 4 minutes) 

1. Nicodemus visits Jesus on his own. 

2. Caiaphas meets with Judas. “He has the power to cause trouble!” 

3. Caiaphas makes accusations about Jesus. 

4. Caiaphas speaks to Malchus and Nicodemus: “Better one man than the nation” 

Question: Why does Caiaphas want Jesus gotten rid of? What was Nicodemus risking by going to Jesus? 

Scene 21: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. The Upper Room, Last Supper, Jesus predicts his death 

Question: If you had been there, what would you have told the confused, afraid, and disbelieving disciples? 

Scene 22: (approx. 1 minute) 

1. At the Last Supper, Jesus says, “one of you here will betray me” and gives Judas bread 

2. Jesus predicts Peter’s denial 

Question: How do you think Jesus felt about his followers that night? How does he feel about us now? 

Scene 23: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Judas is brought before Caiaphas and told to lead Malchus to Jesus. 

2. Judas, Malchus and soldiers come to Gethsemane as Jesus is praying “spare me” 

3. Caiaphas and Pilate’s wife are seen worshipping their gods. 

Question: Why motivated Judas to betray Jesus? How do people betray, forsake, turn against Jesus today? 

Scene 24: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. Jesus is captured and taken to Caiaphas. Jesus is roughed up along the way. 

2. Judas throws the money at Caiaphas 

3. Caiaphas interrogates Jesus. 

Question: What was Caiaphas trying to get Jesus to say? (that he was a blasphemer, which was punishable by death) 

Scene 25: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. Caiaphas assembles the Sanhedrin and puts Jesus on trial 

2. John and Mary Magdalene tell Jesus’ mother that Jesus has been arrested  (explain who these people are) 

3. Trial continues before Caiaphas – “Are you the Son of God?” “I am.” 

Questions: Watch for their reactions. Do you think all the Priests thought Jesus was guilty? Why didn’t some people 

speak up? 

Scene 26: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. In the morning, Jesus’ sentence is publicly announced 

2. Judas throws the money at Malchus 

3. Peter denies knowing Jesus 

Questions: Why did Judas have a change of heart? (This is an age-old question. Perhaps he thought they wouldn’t 

treat him so bad, or thought Jesus would show his power.) Why did Peter deny knowing Jesus? Have you ever 

denied him? 
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Scene 27: (approx. 6 minutes) 

1. Caiaphas asks Pilate to execute Jesus. Makes his case against Jesus, “whipping up rebellion.” 

2. Pilate speaks to Jesus. 

3. Pilate tells Caiaphas Jesus isn't guilty, says let people decide, give Jesus 40 lashes 

Questions: What did Caiaphas accuse Jesus of? Do you think Pilate wanted to execute Jesus? What was he afraid of? 

Scene 28: (approx. 2 minutes) 

 

1. John, Mary, and Mary Magdalene talk to Peter who admits denying Jesus. 

2. The whipping of Jesus. Pilate says, “As if he knows this must happen.”   (For young children, you might “freeze” on 
a frame and discuss, then skip past the graphic depiction.) 

3. Judas prepares to hang himself. 

Questions: What do the other disciples do and say to help Peter with his guilt? What did Pilate mean when he said, 

“As if he knows this must happen” ?? Do you think Jesus had a choice about what was happening to him? 

Scene 29: (approx. 2 minutes) 

1. Jesus is mocked by the soldiers who give him a crown of thorns. (For young children, you might “freeze” on a 
frame and discuss, then skip past the graphic depiction.) 

2. Pilate lets the crowd choose either Barabbas or Jesus. 

3. Judas kills himself. 

Question: Why are some people cruel? 

Scene 30: (approx. 5 minutes) 
 

1. Jesus carries his cross. (Scenes from the triumphal entry are interspersed for dramatic effect and need to be 
explained to children).  

2. Jesus tells Mary not to be afraid. 
3. Simon from Cyrene helps Jesus. (Tradition has it that he became a follower after that.) Question: How are you 

asked to carry Jesus’ cross? 

 

The following three scenes are prudently realistic but may be too much for younger children. You might “freeze frame” 
the scene to talk about it, and use your skip forward button or “FF” button to get through it quickly with younger students. 

 
 
Scene 31: (approx. 6 minutes)  JESUS ON THE CROSS 

1. Pilate and Caiaphas argue about the sign to be put on Jesus’ cross 

2. Jesus collapses, a woman wipes his brow. 

3. We see sacrifices offered in the Temple (a reminder of the sacrificial system then to forgive sins and Jesus ultimate 
sacrifice for all sins) 

4. Jesus at Golgotha (Calvary) is nailed to the cross.   

5. Pilate's wife says Pilate will regret this. 

Questions: Why did Pilate and Caiaphas argue over the sign? What did Pilate’s wife mean when she says, “you’ll 

regret this”?  How is Jesus’ sacrifice like the sacrifices in the Temple? 
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Scene 32: (approx. 5 minutes) 

1. Jesus is raised on the cross.  (Again, you might freeze frame this scene for younger children.) 

2. Father forgive them…The Thieves…Mother this is your son….My God my God…I thirst 

3. Caiaphas in the Temple and Peter in the Upper Room. 

Questions: When you see how Jesus was crucified, how does it make you feel about him, and about your sins? What 

were the soldiers’ reactions to Jesus as they heard and saw him dying? 

Note: When Jesus says, “My God my God….,” he is quoting Psalm 22 which includes verses of hope. 

 
Scene 33: (approx. 5 minutes)   Jesus on the Cross (continued) 

1. Wind and darkness 

2. It's finished…Father into your hands…. 

3. Earthquake. The soldier pierces Jesus’ side. 

4. Jesus taken down from cross 

5. Mary and Nicodemus prepare Jesus for burial 

6. Disciples meet in the Upper Room. “Where were you?” 

Questions: How did Jesus’ death “shake” the world? Did you notice that some priests helped with Jesus’ body? What 

does this mean? Where would you have been that day? At the cross? Or in hiding? 

Note: The piercing of his side was considered an act of mercy to hasten death. 

Scene 34: (approx. 4 minutes)  The Resurrection 

1. “3 Days Later” 

2. Mary Magdalene finds the tomb empty, sees Jesus and runs to tell the disciples. 

3. Peter, John and Mary Magdalene visit the empty tomb. (John 20:1-18) 

4. Resurrection appearance in the Upper Room. 

Questions: Why didn’t Mary recognize the risen Lord at first? How did she know it was him? (he made himself 

known to her) How do we come recognized Jesus (he makes himself known to us!) How can we be looking for Jesus? 

Scene 35: (approx. 4 minutes)   40 Days Later, Commission, Ascension 

1. “40 Days Later” 

2. Jesus promises the power of the Holy Spirit, Great Commission, The Ascension 

3. Flash forward: John on Patmos remembers Jesus. 

4. “What if he’s not the one?” “Don’t be afraid….trust in me.” 

5. “I am the Way….” “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

6. John sees and hears Jesus. “I am making everything new. I am coming soon.” 

Questions: What does Jesus leave behind with his disciples? What does he tell them to do? John says all the disciples 

died for preaching about Jesus. Then we see a flashbacks where Jesus says, “don’t be afraid.” What do we have to 

be prepared to “give up” today to follow Jesus? What PROMISES does Jesus give John at the end of the movie? 

Note: John is seen living on the Isle of Patmos. This is the Greek island where a man also named John wrote the Book 

of Revelation. Scholars disagree if it was the same John as John the disciple. He may have been a follower of John. 

Scene 36: (approx. 3 minutes) 

1. Closing Credits with montage of movie highlights to the song “Mary Did You Know.” 
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Jesus scenes in “The Bible” mini-series that are not in the “Son of God” movie. 

Son of God was originally released in theaters in 2014, but much of its content was also used in the final 

episodes of the 2013 TV mini-series, “The Bible” which was produced by the same production company.  

Jesus Scenes found in “The Bible” movie, but not in the “Son of God” movie: 
 

1. The Annunciation to Mary 

2. Herod’s meeting with the Wisemen 

3. Herod slaughters the innocents* 

4. John the Baptist 

5. Jesus is baptized by John 

6. The temptation of Jesus 

7. Herod and John the Baptist (extensive) 

8. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea claim 

Jesus’ body 

 

*Son of God has a really short vignette of this disturbing episode. 

 

Outline courtesy of Neil MacQueen, sundaysoftware.com and donated to the supporting members of 

Rotation.org and their congregations. Go to www.Rotation.org for more great lesson resources! 

 

All rights reserved. Image from the movie used under “Fair Use” copyright statute for the purposes of 

teaching commentary. 

http://www.rotation.org/

